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5. THE BROW-ANTLEREDDEER (CERVUS ELDI
MACCLELLAND)

(With a plate)

I. In Wild State

The beautiful Brow-antlered Deer of Asia is in danger of

becoming extinct in certain parts of its habitat. The three sub-

species hi their respective regions of (a) Manipur State in India,

(b) Burma and possibly also Malaya and (c) Thailand and Viet Nam
-deserve immediate attention from the I. U.P.N, and the Governments
of the countries concerned.

The relative positions of the three subspecies in their wild state,

so far as they are known to the writer, are given herewith

:

(a) Cerviis eldi eldi MacClelland, 1842. Found only in Manipur
State in India. Locally known as sajigai. Used to be plentiful in the

old days. In 1933 J. C. Higgins wrote of it as being 'fairly common'.
It was nominally protected by law, but its numbers were then declin-

ing owing to the attentions of wild dogs and poachers. In 1934 by
order of the Manipur State Durbar it was resolved that no further

permits be issued for shooting these deer until further orders, 'as

this animal was in danger of extinction'.

Since then World War II has intervened, to be followed by
unsettled conditions in the State. Unfortunately these deer are great

wanderers and leave the flooded areas, near the Logtak Lake in the

rains and migrate to drier places. In the cold weather they return to

the swamps. In 1947, G. B. Eastmure reported that he saw several

in twos and threes, and two herds of about seven or eight beasts,

as well as one magnificent stag. But when in 1950 Dr. Dillon Ripley

looked for them, he says that he found no recent trace that sangai

still existed. He was shown one pair of antlers said to be four

years old.

In 1952 the Forest Department of Manipur State reported that

all enquiries as to the existence of this deer in Manipur had proved
fruitless, and it was then presumed that the animal had become
extinct. In the spring of 1953 a Survey Party of the Zoological

Survey of India working in Manipur searched for traces of this deer,

but nothing definite could be found.

In March 1954 the writer was informed by a friend in Kohima
that a police constable in Manipur had shot one of these deer (a stag)

and that two others had escaped at the time of firing. This informa-

tion was duly passed on to the Senior Conservator of Forests, Assam,

who w^as about to go on tour in Manipur; and he has since informed

the writer that after careful enquiries at Suganu on the south of

the Logtak Lake, and at Moirang on the Bishenpur-Tiddim Road, he

is under the impression that the animal still exists.

It is to be hoped that the Manipur Government will do all in

their power to protect fully this fast-vanishing creature. The mere

creating of sanctuaries and the passing of laws will not suffice

:

severe penalties for killing or attempting to kill this deer should

be imposed, after full publicity has been given in the press and by

other means.
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(h) Cervus eldi thcimin Thomas, 1918. Found in Burma, and
possibly also in Malaya. Locally known as thameng or thamin,
Lt.-Col. R. W. Burton has informed us that this Burmese race used
to be very common in north Burma at the end of the last century.

They could be seen in their thousands. In 1931, however, there

were probably only about 500 left in the w^hole of Burma.
More recently .U Tun Yin's exhaustive and commendable

enquiries (Jour. Bom. Nat. Hist. Soc,^ Vol. 52, No. i) have revealed

what appears to be an increase in the numbers of this deer in recent

years. This increase must have been due, as U Tun Yin has
suggested, to the strictness of the Japanese about the issue of

firearms and to the shortage of ammunition during the occupation,

and later to the shortage of ammunition among the insurgents.

If and when conditions in Burma improve, and if the supply of

arms and ammunition becomes plentiful, the status of this deer may
again become endangered, unless the Government of Burma take-

prompt and effective steps for its preservation.

(c) Cervus eldi siamensis Lydekker, 1915. Found in Thailand
and Viet Nam. Nothing is known to the writer of the present

status of this deer in Thailand and the areas formerly known as

French Indo-China, or if the animal extends into Malaya.

2. In Captivity

All three races of this deer appear to thrive in captivity if given-

proper attention. It therefore seems that all possible steps should

be taken by Zoological Societies, Zoological Gardens and Zoological

Parks to obtain specimens of these animals in order to prevent them
from dying out. Instances of their being kept in captivity are as

follows

:

(a) C. eldi eldi. Deer believed to have been of this subspecies

did very well in the Alipore Zoological Gardens of Calcutta, and
many fawns were born, usually in the months of October, November
and D-ecember. The herd only died out due to neglect during World
War II. In the Regent's Park Zoological Garden of London, four

fawns, possibly of this subspecies, were born during the years 1922-

25. In the Duke of Bedford's Park at Woburn Abbey, a small

herd of them was kept with great success, and only died out due

to unfortunate neglect caused by World War I.

' (h) C. eldi thamin. U Tun Yin has informed the writer that

a -pair of this subspecies was captured in the Minbu Forest Division

by U Aung Din in May 1947 and presented to the Rangoon
Zoological Garden. These have now increased to nine. Three more
stags have been presented from various sources, making a total of

twelve animals in this zoo. Unfortunately the sex ratio is unsatis-

factory, being 9 stags: 3 hinds. The total number of deaths from

1947 to July 1954 was only 5 (2 hinds attacked by stag, i from

enteritis and 2 died young).

U Tun Yin has informed me that the animals of this subspecies

in the Rangoon Zoological Garden are not spotted, but that he has
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Stag with four of the five hinds^ in Vinccnnes Zoo, Paris

(Photos : E. P. Gee)


